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succoured, Boabdil was to yield up Alhamra and the
Albayan, with all the other towers, gates, bastions ;
and all the sheiks of the tribes were to swear faith and
homage to the King of Castille, who would become
King of Granada; that all Christian captives should
be released without ransom, that the Moorish prisoners
of war should also be set free; that Granada should
be a place of freedom for the Moorish slaves of the
other provinces; that Boabdil should have an estate in
the Alpujarras; that the inhabitants, even Christian
renegades, should keep their wealth, houses, arms, and.
horses, and only deliver up their firearms ; that they
should retain their laws, customs, language, and dress,
the exclusive use of their mosques and liberty of
worship, and be tried by their own kadis, who should
be assessors to the Spanish governors ; that they
should thenceforth pay the King of Castille such taxes
as they had paid their native sovereign, but that for
three years they should be wholly free from all im-
posts while they were recovering from the war. The
convention was signed by the Vizier and by Gonzalo
on the 25th of November, 1491.
The tidings filled Granada with misery. The streets
were full of wailing, and the very people who had been
crying out to be delivered from the pangs of hunger
and the horrors of an assault, accused their chiefs of
treason and apostasy, and insisted on burying them-
selves in the ruins of their city. Mousa, in the last
divan : " Leave regrets to women and children," he
said, " Let us show ourselves men, by shedding not
tears, but blood to the last drop. I will lead you to
find on the battle-field either an independence or an
honourable death. Were it not better to be counted

